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Number 1, AStudy Group of the Postal History Society of Canada October 1998

WELCOME

Welcome to the Machine Cancel Study
Group . The group was organized at ORAPEX,
1998 , in Ottawa . Six of us sat around , talked
and became convinced there was enough
interest in machine cancels to proceed. So the
study group was formed.

The purpose of this study group is to
share information on machine cancels from the
20`h century forward . Included are the Imperial
Machines , Klussendorfs , Inkjets , Toshibas.
Excluded would be the Barrels , ORBS , POCONs,
MOONs , MOODs , etc. interesting cancels - but
not machine cancels.

The newsletter will reflect the interests
of the members as evidenced by the
information the members supply to the
editors . The phrase, "Why doesn' t someone
write about ..." is a wonderful question but it
misses the point of the newsletter . Both the
PHSC Journal and BNA Topics have cumulative
indexes to their publications . If you have an
interest in a particular cancel take a look in the
index of these publications for some
background information on your partricular
machine cancel ; more importantly , add to the
information and let us publish it.

The editors, Michel Gosselin and
Charles Livermore both have an interest
in modern machine cancels . Michel
Gosselin has compiled an impressive
database of inkjet cancels.

Because the field of machine
cancels is a relatively broad one it will be
necessary to have members , other than
the editors , take on a particular sub-area
and help to organize the information
for specific cancels . If any of you have
an interest in a particular area please
write to us at the addresses ( mail or
electronic) located below . As Mitch
Gosselin and Charles Livermore have a
special interest in ink-jets they have
volunteered to coordinate those efforts.

Charles Livermore has volunteered to
put the newsletter together. Send
articles to him at

100-08 Ascan Ave
Forest Hills, NY 11375
USA

Voice: 718 544 5326 Fax: 718 268 0571
e-mail: livermop @stjohns.edu

While a few were interested in all modern
machine cancels , others had an interest in only
one or two types of cancels . This will be both a
strength and a weakness . A strength because
of the breadth of the breadth of information
represented. A weakness because some
modern cancels may get short shrift. The
problem of the weakness can be diminished by
assuring those non-writers among you one of
the editors would be delighted to take your
information and put it into a final form
publication.

Editorial assistance can also be obtained
from:

Michel Gosselin
51 Muscatel
Aylmer, QC
CANADA J9H 5R7

e-mail: inkjet@microplus.ca
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INK-JET CANCELS

Inkjets first appeared in 1993. Alan
Steinhart compiled his information in two
articles which appeared in the PHSC Journal.
They still may be available through the Society.

Michel Gosselin has supplied the
following information about existing machines
and their location. These tables will be
updated as new locations are discovered.

Table 1
Machines and their Cities

40 Windsor, ON
52 Toronto, ON (South)
53 Toronto, ON (South)
54 Toronto, ON (South)
67 Mississauga, ON (West or Gateway)
68 Toronto, ON (South)
69 Toronto, ON (South)
70 Mississauga, ON (West or Gateway)
76 Winnipeg, MB
77 Winnipeg, MB
78 London, ON
81 Vancouver, BC
82 Vancouver, BC
87 Calgary, AB
90 Edmonton, AB
95 Stoney Creek, ON
96 Stoney Creek, ON
97 Ottawa, ON (Alta Vista)
98 Ottawa, ON (Alta Vista)
99 Ottawa, ON (Alta Vista)
100 Montreal, QC center town
101 Montreal, QC center town)
102 Montreal, QC center town)
112 Montreal, QC center town)
114 Montreal, QC (St-Laurent)
115 Quebec City, QC
118 Victoria, BC
121 Halifax, NS
122 Halifax, NS
125 Stoney Creek, ON
603 Montreal, QC (Flats)
613 Toronto, ON (South) (Flats)
619 Vancouver, BC (Flats)

627 Soney Creek, ON (Flats)

Table 2
Cities and their Machines

87 Calgar, AB
90 Edmonton, AB
121 Halifax, NS
122 Halifax, NS
78 London, ON
67 Mississauga , ON (West or Gateway)
70 Mississauga , ON (West or Gateway)
603 Montreal , QC (Flats)
100 Montreal , QC center town )
101 Montreal , QC center town )
102 Montreal , QC center town )
112 Montreal , QC center town )
114 Montreal, QC (St-Laurent)
97 Ottawa , ON (Alta Vista)
98 Ottawa, ON (Alta Vista)
99 Ottawa , ON (Alta Vista)
115 Quebec City, QC
627 Soney Creek , ON (Flats)
95 Stoney Creek, ON
96 Stoney Creek, ON
125 Stoney Creek, ON
52 Toronto , ON (South)
53 Toronto , ON (South)
54 Toronto, ON (South)
68 Toronto, ON (South)
69 Toronto , ON (South)
613 Toronto, ON (South ) ( Flats)
81 Vancouver, BC
82 Vancouver, BC
619 Vancouver, BC (Flats)
118 Victoria, BC
40 Windsor, ON
76 Winnipeg, MB
77 Winnipe , MB
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Michel Gosselin has reported a new
cancel from machine 613. By checking
the tables above it can be seen that this
cancel is from Toronto South.
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Klussendorf Cancels b Ton Shaman

Collectors have been captivated by the
Klussendorf postmarks since the cancellers
were first installed in a small number of
Canadian post offices beginning in November
1983 . Michael Millar introduced the German-
manufactured desk-top machines to collectors
in issue # 37 of the PHSC Journal . Soon after
study groups sprang up in various regions of
the country.

Dr. Brian Plain of British Columbia began
to edit The Klussendorf File newsletter; in the
province of Quebec , Geoff Newman renamed
his newsletter The Line Canceller to a more
descriptive The Machine Canceller to better
reflect its inclusion of Klussendorf news;
Philatelie Quebec began to talk about K cancels
in their newsletters as early as 1984 ; Dan Hunka
suggested supplementing Dr. Plain's K
information with The Eastern Newsletter; Greig
Hutton , living in Sarnia , Ontario, at the time,
published The Canadian Klussendorf
Cancellations , in a three -ring binder format, in
November 1988 ; and soon after , in December
1988, The Klussendorfer, the newsletter that
was to become the best-known and longest-
running K publication, was launched by the
triumvirate of Allan Steinhart , Greig Hutton,
and Dr . Gray Scrimgeour.

Much has happened on the K front since
the last issue of The Klussendorfer was
published in January 1994 . Many of the early K
machines have long since been transferred
from their original locations to post offices
in other towns . Some have stayed the course.

Over the years , K machines have
provided collectors with enjoyment and
challenges : keeping up with the new
advertising slogans , never-before-seen time
marks , inverted slogans , date and time mark
errors , use of new style fonts , the introduction
in Quebec of blank (generic) K hubs , and the
frustration of surprise K introductions in
unannounced post office locations. K
enthusiasts , I am certain , could add to the list.

It is these collecting challenges that this
resurrected newsletter under the umbrella of
the PHSC will address . There was a
tremendously positive response from postal
history collectors for a modern machine cancel
newsletter and I am confident that K collectors
will share their recent and not-so -recent
"discoveries " with fellow enthusiasts.

For a start , the following post
offices (there are undoubtedly others)
have been supplied with K machines in
the recent past : Canora , SK, Port Carling,
Little Current , and Wasaga Beach, ON,
Cap-aux-Meules , PQ, and Saint-Quentin,
NB. Renfrew , and Perth , two long-time K
offices have reportedly introduced new
date hubs with the new-style font for
the two - letter provincial abbreviation.
See pages 5 & 6 for illustrations.

Can anyone shed more light on
these or any other recent K machines
installations ? Needless to say, any news
that you might have on any old-time K
strikes will be equally welcome.

Following is a list of the
Machine Cancel Study Group's

21 charter members.

They are listed in order of membership.

Tony Shaman , Michel Gosselin , Charles
Livermore , Dan Hunka , Bill Longley, Bob Vogel,
Wally Gutzman , Geoff Newman , Robert Meek,
Dave Hanes , Roger Gable , Terence Hines,
Robert Haslewood, Gray Scrimgeour, Cecil
Coutts , Kevin Riley, F . Brisse , David Bree,
David Newman , James S . Karr, George
Saikaley.

More on Inkjets by Charles
Livermore

A friend of mine offers the
observation that a perfect counterfeit is
the genuine article. That caused me to
think about the qualities of identical
inkjet cancels . Unlike all previous
machine and hand canceling devices
inkjet cancelers have no artifact except
the machine itself . The Klussendorf
machines , mentioned above , cancel with
the use of a slug which can be removed
from the machine , stored and reused.
Squared circle canceling devices had the
same characteristics. You could store
the devices and reuse them . Dates and
slogans could be reversed or inverted
but you had the basic artifact which
remained essentially the same from one
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use to the next . This is not the case with inkjet
cancels . You only have the machine and the
ink. Each time a new cancel is created via the
keyboard the old cancel no longer exists.

These thoughts may be more
appropriate for an idle summer afternoon's
senseless musings . However , it at least raises
the question of how many "Code Postal / Postal
Code " slogans do you want in your collection.
Each time an inkjet machine recreates "Code
Postal ..." following a slogan change it is
creating a new cancel.

To be truly absurd it could be claimed
that as inkjet cancels change every minute (the
hour / minute mark changes ) a new canceling
device is created every minute . I'm not wiling
to add an extension to the house to indulge in
this insanity.

I'm not sure how to end this discussion
except to point out that the characteristics of
the inkjets do offer some interesting
challenges which should be fun to work-out.
The following illustrations deal with slogan
changes and the challenges involved in
collecting them.

Machine 095 on 971220 at 2:11 am had
Best Wishes even with 095 . By 9:21 pm it had
been indented as illustrated . How much can
the gap between these two times be
narrowed?

09c LSE J 11!
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1 '19

094 LSE 2R0971 20 02: 1.1 11111 ► 11

BEST

COPE POST Lr^ F IMIL- COLE._. -

LI G'1K 3100 9S0627 01:44
n .. n

't' in postal is missing

In the above illustration note that we
are dealing with an error correction and
a location shift. Between 1:44am on May
27, 1995 and 3 : 48pm someone noticed
the spelling error and had it corrected.
The challenge here , also, is to get the
closest time mark possible . In part this
will depend on the operation of the
post office . It would be useful to know
during what times of the day the
machines are not in operation.

V `^ esq.

120 S4P- 970903 1P+11111
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In this example the change of
slogans is on machine 120 on 970903,
and is captured here on the same
envelope . While doubled inkjet cancels
are fairly common, this is one of very
few examples I have of having captured
the slogan change on the same
envelope. Illustrated separately below
are the two cancels.

120 S4P 111170904 a 111

LITERAL HAB6TI TL Ill

r
Note the error in the spelling of
Alphabetisation in the lower cancel.
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More Information wanted on the Following Ks

According to the return address and the postal code, GOB 1BO, this generic
Quebec K strike (no town indicated in hub) comes from the Cap-Aux-Meules
post office. Does anyone have further information pertaining to this
infrequently seen strike?

J= (Canada

r
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Below on the left is illustrated a new style hub in use at Little Current, ON.
Presumably the machine was transferred from another location. Does
anyone have any further information on this recently installed K machine?

The latest K machine illustration in Saskatchewan was at Canora ( illustrated
above right). Earliest known date of use is 24 VIII 1995. Can anyone report
an earlier date , or a time mark other than " blank"?

New Brunswick ' s latest K machine was installed at Saint Quentin . The only
known time mark , so far , is the dot (see below ). Can anyone report other
time marks , or dates earlier than 27 V 1998?
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Renfrew, another longtime K machine, is also using a new date hub.
Members should check their inventory in an effort to record the earliest
known dates of use for these new hubs.

t.AiVA &45

Still another new style hub is in use at Port Carling. The machine is believed
to have been transferred to Port Carling from the Ingersoll, ON post office.
Can anyone provide supporting evidence for this?

A new K hub has been installed at the post office at Perth, ON. (Illustrated
below left.) These new dater hubs are readily identifiable by the small fonts
at the base of the design. (Compare the size to the Wasaga Beach font
illustrated to the right.) Earliest known dates and time marks other than 0
would be appreciated by fellow collectors.

Wasaga Beach (illustrated above right), judging by the old-style hub fonts,
has been using a K machine for some time. A regional representative of
Canada Post has confirmed that the crown corporation does not keep track
of dates when K machines are put into active service. What is the earliest
date of use that members can report on this machine?

t
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